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servitude. He had much sympathy for the autocratic government
of Russia which cruelly oppressed the Poles and other nationalities,
arid its policy seemed to him the right way of governing bar-
barians. Carlyle was an enthusiast for German literature and
philosophy and indulged in glorification of the Teutonic race
which he regarded as far superior to the Celtic. When in 1870
a feeling of sympathy for defeated France spread in England,
Carlyle ardently defended Germany's cause and Bismarck's policy.
But Carlyle, in spite of his admiration for warlike heroes, hated
war ; he condemned the British policy which led to the Crimean
War and expressed his full approval of the London Peace Congress
of 1851.1 It may be noted, however, that, in spite of his grim
public denunciations of humanitarian movements he performed
many acts of private charity. His adoration of strength, his harsh
judgments upon most.great men of his time and other eccentricities
were probably to a great extent due to his neurotic temperament,
to chronic dyspepsia, and that oversensibility which is typical
of many Romanticists.
Carlyle was no nationalist, though he had strong national and
racial prejudices; but his philosophy has certainly helped to
weaken the liberal and humanitarian spirit and to spread the
longing for the dictatorship of forceful heroes. In Britain the
national traditions and the development of democracy barred the
road to the growth of these tendencies ; but in other nations
Carlyle's teachings were used by the nationalists for the working
out of their ideology.2
The development of thought on Britain's mission in the world
and on international relations in general must be studied against
the background of foreign policy which for a long time was
dominated by the ideas of Canning and Palmerston. The aim of
this policy was the maintenance, through the traditional principle
of the Balance of Power, of Britain's security and of her position
as the paramount nation. This involved Britain in constant
antagonism to the great European autocracies and led to a policy
designed to check the expansion of these Powers and to emancipate
the smaller nations from their domination or pressure. In this
respect Palmerston's policy was to some extent in agreement with
1 The attitude of Carlyle and many other English writers to the question of war
and national prestige are summarized in Jacques Bardoux, Essai d'une Psychologie
dtTAngleUrre conUmporaine, Les crises belliqueu$es> 1906, pp. 179, an. The influence of
German Romanticists on Carlyle is shown in detail by Leon Kellner, Die englische
Literatw der mwsten Zeit, 1921, p, 83.
* At the time when the Fascists and Nazis were preparing for their seizure of power
there was a great revival of interest in Carlyle in Italy and Germany, Cf. Ncff, p, 269.